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What did they know? 
And when did they know it?

AN AGE-OLD QUESTION:



OPRA can help us find out!



What is OPRA?

Originally signed into law in 2002

Gives citizens the right to request public records

Does NOT apply to legislature and judiciary!



What is OPRA?

"OPRA's clear purpose . . . is 'to maximize public 
knowledge about public affairs in order to ensure an 
informed citizenry and to minimize the evils 
inherent in a secluded process.’” 

Educ. Law Ctr. v. N.J. Dep't of Educ., 198 N.J. 274, 284 (2009) (quoting 
Mason v. City of Hoboken, 196 N.J. 51, 64 (2008)). 



How to make a request

Must specifically identify requested records

Word requests as precisely as possible

Requests can be submitted in-person or electronically via

OPRAmachine.com or email



Examples of OPRA as an 
accountability tool



The cost of 
MAGA rallies
OPRA request: 
https://opramachine.com/request
/trump_visit_total

Police overtime / compensation 
records can be used to show the 
cost to NJ residents for political 
appearances. One requester got 
the bills for Trump’s South Jersey 
Rally in January.

https://opramachine.com/request/trump_visit_total


Follow the money: 
Vendor activity 
reports
Fields of data within government 
computer systems can be 
requested like this one.

OPRA request: 
https://opramachine.com/request
/hfa_holman_frenia_allison_cpa_fi

https://opramachine.com/request/hfa_holman_frenia_allison_cpa_fi


Investigate your 
local police
Use of force reports:

https://opramachine.com/request/po
lice_use_of_force_reports_janu_20#i
ncoming-72

Internal affairs summary reports:

https://opramachine.com/request/dif
ferent_police_department_annu_148
#incoming-7496

Calls for service: 
https://opramachine.com/request/all
_policeems_calls_and_response_11#i
ncoming-11748

https://opramachine.com/request/police_use_of_force_reports_janu_20#incoming-72
https://opramachine.com/request/different_police_department_annu_148#incoming-7496
https://opramachine.com/request/all_policeems_calls_and_response_11#incoming-11748


Did your town 
block you from 
commenting?
If the page is run by an agency 
subject to OPRA, you can request 
data from it.

OPRA request: 
https://opramachine.com/request
/police_facebook_page_4

https://opramachine.com/request/police_facebook_page_4


Emails
Bodies of email correspondence as 
well as email logs – which show 
metadata about a public 
employee’s email inbox, can be 
requested under OPRA.

OPRA request: 
https://opramachine.com/request
/email_logs_for_2019_board_pres
id



A strategy for requesting emails

1. First, request email logs
2. Select individual emails found within the 

logs
3. File a second OPRA request for thos

emails
4. Repeat as needed



Legal Bills
Detail billing entries can be a 
valuable source of info when 
investigating school boards

OPRA request: 
https://opramachine.com/request
/legal_bills_for_supsie_and_capeh

https://opramachine.com/request/legal_bills_for_supsie_and_capeh


Building an ethics case

Ethics complaints are often tossed because 
of a lack of evidence.

OPRA can be used to gather evidence for 
your complaint before you even file!

Can supplement discovery process in legal 
cases



Conclusion

OPRA is a powerful research tool

Valuable evidence can be gathered 
using it

How you use it is up to you.
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