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AN AGE-OLD QUESTION:

What did they know??
And when did they know it?



OPRA can help us find out!



What is OPRA?

Originally signed into law in 2002
Gives citizens the right to request public records
Does NOT apply to legislature and judiciary!



What is OPRA?

"OPRA's clear purpose . .. is 'to maximize public
knowledge about public affairs in order to ensure an
informed citizenry and to minimize the evils
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inherent in a secluded process.

Educ. Law Ctr. v. N.J. Dep't of Educ., 198 N.J. 274, 284 (2009) (quoting
Mason v. City of Hoboken, 196 N.J. 51, 64 (2008)).



How to make a request

Must specifically identify requested records

Word requests as precisely as possible
Requests can be submitted in-person or electronically via

OPRAmachine.com or email



Examples of OPRA as an
accountability tool



CITY OF WILDWOOD
PERSONNEL COST

POLICE DEPARTMENT

JANUARY 28, 2020 TRUMP RALLY

REGULAR OFFICERS

Allen, Clarence

Boice, Donald

Bottoms, Lucas

Carter, Jason

Chobert, Christopher

Cormican, Conor

TOTAL
Compensatory Compensatory | Straight Overtime
Hours Earned  Hours Earned | Time Paid Paid

311.52

240.56
1,282.99
1,523.55

TOTAL
Amount Paid

1,523.55

The cost of
MAGA rallies

OPRA request:

Police overtime / compensation
records can be used to show the
cost to NJ residents for political
appearances. One requester got
the bills for Trump’s South Jersey
Rally in January.


https://opramachine.com/request/trump_visit_total

0C19

10/27/2020
11:35:53 AM

Acct No

Trans ID

VC0000006183 - HOLMAN FRENIA ALLISON, P.C.

308-155-2202-6600
016-025-4008-6600
016-025-4009-6600
016-015-0588-6600
016-080-4040-6600
016-015-0588-6600
016-215-5058-6600
016-025-4008-6600
016-025-4009-6600
016-025-4009-6600
016-025-4008-6600
016-025-4009-6600
016-215-5058-6600
016-215-5058-6600
209-290-0029-7900
016-080-4040-6600
016-025-4008-6600
016-025-4009-6600
016-015-0589-6600
016-025-4009-6600
016-025-4009-6600
016-025-4009-6600
016-080-4040-6600
016-080-4040-6600
016-215-5068-6600
016-015-0589-6600
016-025-4009-6600
308-155-2202-6600
411---

016-025-4008-6600

AD-111-20160001089
AD-111-20160001276
AD-111-20160001276
AD-111-20160003252
AD-111-20160003856
AD-111-20160004582
AD-111-20160004582
AD-111-20160006083
AD-111-20160006083
AD-111-20160006083
AD-111-20160006452
AD-111-20160006452
AD-111-20160006452
AD-111-20160006452
AD-111-20160006730
AD-111-20160009043
AD-111-20160009799
AD-111-20160009799
AD-111-20160010948
AD-111-20160010948
AD-111-20160010948
AD-111-20160011467
AD-111-20160011467
AD-111-20160011467
AD-111-20160011467
AD-111-20160012593
AD-111-20160012593
AD-111-20160013000
AD-111-20160013200
AD-111-20160017777

Check Date

02/03/2016
02/03/2016
02/03/2016
03/16/2016
04/06/2016
04/20/2016
04/20/2016
06/01/2016
06/01/2016
06/01/2016
06/15/2016
06/15/2016
06/15/2016
06/15/2016
06/21/2016
07/06/2016
07/20/2016
07/20/2016
08/17/2016
08/17/2016
08/17/2016
09/07/2016
09/07/2016
09/07/2016
09/07/2016
10/05/2016
10/05/2016
10/19/2016
10/19/2016
12/21/2016

COUNTY OF OCEAN
VENDOR HISTORY REPORT

Fiscal Year 2016

Check #

000000000512418
000000000512477
000000000512477
000000000514342
000000000515002
000000000515602
000000000515602
000000000517210
000000000517210
000000000517210
000000000517591
000000000517591
000000000517591
000000000517591
000000000517893
000000000520133
000000000520907
000000000520907
000000000522076
000000000522076
000000000522076
000000000522590
000000000522580
000000000522590
000000000522590
000000000523751
000000000523751
000000000524335
000000000524336
000000000528917

PO#

Payment Voucher

PRC-156-272118
PRC-015-271409
PRC-015-271409
GAX-052-274670
PRC-080-275471
GAX-052-276383
PRC-215-276339
PRC-015-279191
GAX-025-279569
PRC-015-279192
PRC-015-280354
PRC-015-280354
PRC-215-273870
PRC-215-278871
GAX-290-L121814
PRC-080-283043
PRC-015-284521
PRC-015-284521
GAX-D15-286297
GAX-025-286071
GAX-025-286298
PRC-015-287442
PRC-080-286658
PRC-080-286659
PRC-215-286660
GAX-015-288366
PRC-015-289018
GAX-155-289227
GAX-015-289731
PRC-015-296524
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Amount

5,000.00
70,000.00
10,000.00

1,855.00

4,612,50

255.00

3,360.00

40,000.00

460.00
15,000.00
40,000.00
20,000.00

3,640.00
15,400.00
21,000.00

4,060.00
25,000.00

5,000.00

2,015.00

277.50
1,285.00
2,015.00

690.00

3,675.00

4,100.00

4,960.00

4,960.00

5.000.00

5,000.00
20,000.00

Follow the money:
Vendor activity
reports

Fields of data within government
computer systems can be
requested like this one.

OPRA request:


https://opramachine.com/request/hfa_holman_frenia_allison_cpa_fi

USE OF FORCE

A. Incident Information

Date Time Day of Week Location Incident Numbar
08/08/2017 11:27 Tue 7-ELEVEN - 217 ROUTE 70, LAKEHURST NJ 08733| 2017-07630
Crime in prograss [ ] oomestic [ Jotner Dispute [Jsuspicious Person [ ] eafiic stop
Dc:rmr (Spacity)

B. Officer Information

Investigate your
Mame (Last, First) Badge # Sex Race Age Injured Killed .

POLICE OFFICER GUIDE, JASON 330 M WHITE 28 ] 0 | Oca | O | ICe

Rank Dty Assignment Years of Service On Duty | Uniform p

POLICE OFFICER PATROL 4 ]

Use of force reports:

C1. Subject 1 (List only the person who was the subiect of the use of force by the officer listed in Section B.)

Nama (Last, First) Sox Race Age Weapcn Injured Killed
SMITH, STEVEN N M WHITE 34 ] [] ]
Under the influence Amestad Charnes
POSS SCHEDULE I, II, III, IV
[ ] other Unusual condition specity)
Subiedlaastioos  (check sl hal apoly) Omosr's uoe of foma ioward o subfect  (shook sl uat apply) Internal affairs summary reports:
Resisted police officer coniral ' [#] cemeiiance holg Firsarms Discharge
[ Prwsical thraatattack on officer ar ancther [ |Hanasmsts [ ]intentional
[ ] mhreatenediaitacked officer or another with biunt cbjet [ icksreat [ Jccidental
[ ] mrestensdisttscked officer or another with knifaicutting cbject [ ]enemicatinatueal agent Number of shots fired
[]hreatanediattacked officer or another witn mator vehicls E]smhe.’uw baten or other object Numiber of hits
[] mweatened officer or ancther with fiream [Jeanine {Use UNK if unknown)
[ Firedt st ffcer o anctror Calls for service:
[Jotner ispacity) [Jouner specty)

C2, Subject 2 (List only the person who was the subiject of the use of force by the officer listed in Section B.)

Name {Last, First) Bex Race Age Weapaon Injured Killed
[ Junder the infiuence Amested | Charges

[ ] other Unusual ecndilion (speciiy) M

T isiaric artinme Trkhanl all that ameslod I YT e e i fmrmas Vomaraes o iBiost Jrmerds =l 1 aab ey



https://opramachine.com/request/police_use_of_force_reports_janu_20#incoming-72
https://opramachine.com/request/different_police_department_annu_148#incoming-7496
https://opramachine.com/request/all_policeems_calls_and_response_11#incoming-11748

2212020 (2) Berkeloy Township Police Department | Facabook
n = :
O = °

bt QI e Did your town
block you from

§ commenting?

General
.lmu Sigmon

I Search Page Settings

Page Info — If the page is run by an agency
. subject to OPRA, you can request

Templates and Tabs Lmew data from it.
Event Ticketing 'nmem...m. OPRA request:
Notifications .JﬂmhrElunhm
Advanced Messaging i

Facebook Badges .'*"'"""

Page Roles -

Diversity Info I

People and Other Pages

[, Ty SR I T T T


https://opramachine.com/request/police_facebook_page_4

essica, your personal Sales leads collector <noreply@biz
catalog.com>

Frank Palino; Linda Downing,
Regina Discenza; Robert C. Riggs;
Giordana; Skip Peters

clark@laceyschools.org=

Clark, Vanessa =vclark@laceyschools.org=
Oglesby, Amanda <aoglesby@gannettnj.com=
Adobe Acrobat <mail@mail.adobe.com>
Olender, Michael <molender@laceyschools.arg>

sgiordano@laceyschoaols.org Literacy Empowerment Poundation <info@ lefbooks.org>

sgiordano@laceyschools.org Hobisons Summer Institute <guestionsi®hobsons.com=>

P

1
12/14/13 6:00 PM
1 P

12/16/19 10:12 AM

12/16/19 10:33 AM

12/16/19 12:38 PM

2/13/1

12/14/19 4:35 PM
urants 2/15/19 1:02 PM

2/16/1 59 AM

12/17/19 11:07 AM
12/17/19 2:25 PM
Re: Transparency hidden by Lace, 12/17/19 5:20 PM
Lacey School Board Video Followup- Fwd: [#21588523] Youtube is
displaying videa improperly |
ref:_00DOOVNwG._500§21VcVEBz, 00DFGEAW.S00f8zAAF:ref |
Ethics complaint - Gavin Rozzi

]
12/18/19 9:13 AM

12/17/19 5:24 PM

Deadline For Free Boaoks For Read Across America Day

18
Apply for the Hobsons Education Advances Awards! 12/18/19 10:15 AM
e 1 - _________ /| ______________—— | ——_ ...}

Emails

Bodies of email correspondence as
well as email logs — which show
metadata about a public
employee’s email inbox, can be
requested under OPRA.

OPRA request:
https://opramachine.com/request

/email_logs _for 2019 board pres
id



A strategy for requesting emails

1. First, request email logs
2. Select individual emails found within the
logs
3. File a second OPRA request for thos
emails
4. Repeat as needed



LAW OFFICER

STEIN & SUPSIE

AN ALLACIATION COMMETIAG GF & LIMITED LIARILITY COMPANT

CURISTOPHER M. ZUPSIET 1041 %, LACEY ROAD

BTEVEN v. TEDESCHI® ».0. 80X 1070
FOREED RIVER, NEw J1E23EY 087316070

ARTHUR ETEIN® [8a9) 493-6200

OF CounssL
TELETAX {S0F) 493-8202

THEMITE EF L P BARE
TuEmAER ¥ FAR E-MAIL: conprisBatninlamj.com

*MEIMEER ¥ & DS EAELD
OUR FILE: 5B846AS

February 06, 2018

Legal Bills
Lacey Township Board of Education

200 western Boulevard . - .
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734 Detail billing entne; can be a
valuable source of info when

RE: LACEY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION - GENERAL . . .
investigating school boards

OPRA request:

FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED:

1/4/2018 Telephone conference with Mr, Wigley
re: OPRA issue.

Receipt and review of emails from Mr.
Wigley; memorandum to file.

1/16/2018 Attendance at executive session Board
of Education meeting.

1/17/2018 Review of file materials; preparation
of post meeting memorandum re:
collective negotiations.

1/28/2018 Telephone conferernce with Board
President re: student matter,



https://opramachine.com/request/legal_bills_for_supsie_and_capeh

Building an ethics case

Ethics complaints are often tossed because
of a lack of evidence.

OPRA can be used to gather evidence for
your complaint before you even file!

Can supplement discovery process in legal
cases



Conclusion

OPRA is a powerful research tool

Valuable evidence can be gathered
using it

How you use it is up to you.






Stay in touch:

Email: hello@gavinrozzi.com
Personal website: gavinrozzi.com
Twitter: @gavroz



